M6                  INDIAN RECREATIONS,

parents, who are pierced with the cries of their
child without any poilibility of affording it relief*
The inhabitants of the fouth of Europe are much
annoyed by the wolf, but in India he is far more de-
ftructivf; becaufe here the audacity of every preda*
tory animal is increafed by the experience they all
have of the averfion that the Hindoos entertain to
the fhtfdJbg of even the blood of noxious beafts*
If they are ever rouled to enfnare thcfe animals, it is
by the Europeans, who pay them a certain fum for
bringing them alive for the puqpofc 01 affording them
fport in the chr.cc.

THE method in which the u^tiv^ defend their
crop from the granivorous animals, iiuw 3 Iiow iirong-
ly their rclijjluas prejudices operate in this particular.
The watchmen are provided \\khnnoticnfiveweu-
pons, excepting a fling; on the contrar), they con-
tinue the \vhole day ftanding in one fingle pofitlon
upon a pillar of clay railed about ten feet, where they
remain bellowing continually, that they may terrify,
without hurting, the birds who feed upon the crop*
Every confiderable field contains feveral fuch centi-
nels ftationed at different comers, who repeat jhc call
from, one to another fo inrefiantly, that the invaders
have hardly any opportunity of making good a live-
lihood in the field*

occupation of watching a Held in India, mpft
o$e fhould imagine, one of the moft t$4ioii$
in which a human being, could